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renew his former interest in a Suez canal. No longer
was there an insufficiency of data. During the inter-
vening years many clever engineers had been occupied
with the problem; and it only remained for the right
man to see clearly which of the several schemes was the
most practical, and with courage and determination
to carry through the project to a successful conclusion.
The first obstacle, indeed the most difficult of all, that
stood in the way was that of obtaining a concession.
No one had yet been fortunate in securing this. If the
scheme had been cut and dried some years previously
Mohammed Ali might have granted it: but he had
grown old and almost imbecile. Ibrahim Pasha, his
deputy, did not survive him, and ruled only for two
months. He was succeeded by the vicious Abbas Pasha,
a weak prince who had few interests apart from his
personal pleasures. Yet it was in the reign of Abbas
that De Lesseps put out a feeler, and this he did in a
letter to his friend Ruyssenaers, the Dutch Consul-
General in Egypt. The letter is dated from Paris,
July 8th, 1852.
" It is now three years since I asked and obtained
permission to be placed upon the retired list as
Minister Plenipotentiary in consequence of what
occured in reference to my mission to Rome.
" Since that time I have been studying in all its
different bearings a question which I had already
been considering when we made acquaintance with
each other in Egypt twenty years ago.
" I confess that my scheme is still in the clouds,
and I do not conceal from myself that, as long as